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As an Evangelical youngster | devoured a paperback classic called Tortured for Christ. Written
by a Romanian Baptist pastor, Richard Wurmbrand, it was a simple tale of being imprisoned
and tortured for his Christian faith under the Communist regime. Another Christian from behind
the Iron Curtain—Peter Deyneka visited our home on one of his trips around the country. He ran
the Slavic Gospel Association and over dinner invited me to join a youth mission team headed
to France to smuggle Bibles into the Eastern bloc countries.

Hearing these faith stories and meeting such men branded into my imagination the fact that
Christians were being persecuted. Knowing that men and women were imprisoned and tortured,
that religious schools were banned and Bibles forbidden sharpened my own Christian
commitment. If our brothers and sisters were being persecuted in such a terrible way, then
Christianity must be worth something. If our faith was worthless why were the communists so
afraid of us? If Christians were being persecuted there then it could happen here. If ordinary
men and women were willing to go to prison, be beaten and even killed for the faith what did my
middle class suburban Christian faith look like?
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