Archbishop Martin sounds a warning

Abortion is “a huge moral mistake which this country will live to regret”
The introduction of abortion in Ireland has been described by the Primate of All Ireland as “a
huge moral mistake and one which this country will live to regret”.
Speaking to the Irish Independent, Archbishop Eamon Martin said he was calling on people to
continue to witness to the fact that there are two lives worthy of protection.
He stressed that the Church’s position on abortion hadn’t changed and that people needed to
be helped to understand that there are two lives, and this was more necessary than ever.
The Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy Act, Dr Martin underlined, was “the introduction of
an unjust law and a law that doesn’t bind anyone.”
“Therefore, we would see it as perfectly legitimate for somebody who in conscience feels this
law is unjust for them to resist it and to oppose it.”
The Primate of All Ireland also said he was “saddened and disappointed by the conduct of the
legislative process”, notably the “gloating” that came across in some of the exchanges in the
Oireachtas.
“I would have liked to see more debate in the chamber; I thought that it became narrow and it
became hostile.” He would have liked to have seen more issues debated in the Dáil chamber on
the particularities of the legislation.
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He told Catholicireland.net that before the referendum the Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, who is
himself a medical doctor, was asked if he saw a woman expecting a baby as two patients and
that the Taoiseach responded that it depended on whether the unborn child was a wanted child.
“For me, that sums up in some ways the horror of the reality of this now. It almost appears as if
the unborn child is only a baby, is only a human life if it is a wanted child. If it is not wanted it
loses its right to life.”
He said the various amendments that were proposed were trying to address some of the
concerns many people had that abortion might be introduced for disability or race or gender.
“Many people believe and have good scientific reasons to believe that pain relief should be
provided particularly in later term abortions; many people who voted in the referendum were of
the impression that abortion was simply going to be limited to 12 weeks and even so, that is
quite liberal. Now we discover that abortion will be made available right up to birth in cases of
disability.
“There are a lot of things that would worry people about the legislation – I think we are in a new
place.”
Speaking about Christmas, he acknowledged, “There are people in Ireland north and south who
go through Christmas without any reference to Christ or to faith or to religion. We are living in a
very different environment to that which we may have been inhabiting some years back.
“I also think there is a whole commercial Christmas which exists almost in parallel with the
celebration of the Christian feast. People often comment that it comes earlier and earlier each
year, as soon as Halloween is over, you start to hear Christmas music and Christmas trees and
lights – the whole commercial side is important to businesses.
“On the other hand, I still think that there is Christmas that reaches deep down within people to
their faith background, even if they themselves are not personally practising their faith like they
would have done in the past or which their parents or grandparents did, there is still something
about the season of Christmas that brings out the best in people. By that I mean some of the
virtues like charity, compassion, hope and solidarity with those who are less fortunate.
“You only have to look at the response of people to food banks, to the homeless at
Christmastime, and then you have got the whole family side of Christmas which is very much
part of our faith understanding of the season. It means a lot to people even if they themselves
have begun to drift away from the practice of their faith, they will still make an extra effort for
family, for home, for relations, for contacting people who live alone, for the elderly, for people
who are ill or in hospital or people who maybe suffered a bereavement over the past year.
“I like to think that Christmas remains alive and well despite the fact that we are celebrating
Christmas in the midst of quite a secular environment nowadays and that is why I would try to
encourage people to think of the important messages of this time – a season of goodwill – of
peace, reconciliation and forgiveness, of family, home, respect for each other and above all, a
time of hope.
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“We are about to enter into a new year with all the uncertainties that that will bring but the
Christmas season reminds us fundamentally that God is with us.”
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