Acts 23: 1-11

Paul looked intently at the Sanhedrin and said, "My brothers, | have conducted myself with a
perfectly clear conscience before God to this day." The high priest Ananias ordered his
attendants to strike his mouth. Then Paul said to him, "God will strike you, you whitewashed
wall. Do you indeed sit in judgment upon me according to the law and yet in violation of the law
order me to be struck?" The attendants said, "Would you revile God's high priest?" Paul
answered, "Brothers, | did not realize he was the high priest. For it is written, "You shall not
curse a ruler of your people.™

Paul was aware that some were Sadducees and some Pharisees, so he called out before the
Sanhedrin, "My brothers, | am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees; | am on trial for hope in the
resurrection of the dead."

When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the group
became divided. For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection or angels or spirits, while
the Pharisees acknowledge all three. A great uproar occurred, and some scribes belonging to
the Pharisee party stood up and sharply argued, "We find nothing wrong with this man.
Suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?" The dispute was so serious that the
commander, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, ordered his troops to go down
and rescue him from their midst and take him into the compound.

The following night the Lord stood by him and said, "Take courage. For just as you have borne
witness to my cause in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness in Rome."




